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The new studies collected in this volume are dedicated to heterogeneous subjects.  
The first essay concentrates on Spinoza’s physics of which it stipulates the 

revolutionary character insofar it presents his refutation of inertia as a property of 
matter. 
 The second paper develops Spinoza’s naturalistic and anti-elitarian epistemology 
on occasion of a secret Dutch manuscript possessed by his publisher. Both questions 
(inertia and Arcana Philosophiae) are placed and discussed in the appropriate historical 
context of Amsterdam’s early enlighteners.  
 The third article might seem to be intended as a provocation, but is merely an 
unusual description. It provides the elements for the reconstruction of Spinoza’s 
political realism: the national-socialistic feature of shockproof societies.  
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political treatises of Spinoza’s master, Franciscus van den Enden (Amsterdam 1992). He 
is well known for his physicalistic interpretation of the Ethica and for his refusal to 
divorce Spinoza from Lodewijk Meijer in the question of ‘Science as the interpreter of 
Scripture’.  
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